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The Top10 Verdicts
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Inverse Condemnation
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# 6 - Steel Associates, Inc. v.
City of Detroit

The sixth largest verdict came in after
Detroit tried to foil the business plans of
people who lease land that might one day
house airport expansion.

Steel Associates, a steel splitting com-
pany, is a sub-tenant on land the city will
need to acquire at some point to comply
with FAA safety regulations. The city's
interference with Steel Associates' expan-
sion plans cost it $4 million.

Dearborn attorney Mark S. Demorest,
who represented Steel Associates, said the
company wanted to put up a new building
or, at the very least, add on to its existing
structure. The way steel is made these
days the company needs to have larger
equipment to be able to handle the larger
rolls, he said.

"Essentially they were being driven out
of business," he explained. "It's sort of like
you're selling eight-track tapes where
everyone else has CDs."

Demorest noted this wasn't the first
case he's won against the city — he culled
$6.8 million for another tenant last year.


